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January 14, 2016 

Importers of Tires Into Canada Must Comply with Safety 
Rules 
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Guidance 

On January 11, 2016, the Canada Border Services Agency (“CBSA”) issued D-Memorandum D19-12-2 

“Importation of Tires”, which sets out Canada’s border rules on the importation of tires.  Canada wants 

only safe tires imported for the purpose of sale in Canada.  Canada wants safe tires on the roads in 

Canada. 

D-Memo D-19-12-2 contains 2 Appendices.  Appendix A applies to tires (new or used) imported for the 

purpose of resale  Appendix B applies to tires imported for personal or corporate fleet use. 

If tires do not meet the requirements of Appendix A, the CBSA will not release the tires from customs 

clearance.  The CBSA will detain the tires until the proper documentation is provided.  Importers of 

tires for the purpose of resale must have proper approvals from Transport Canada. 

The CBSA imposes requirements on the importation of (a) new on-road passenger vehicles, trucks, 

motorcycle, trailer or multi-purpose vehicles; and (b) used truck tires imported for retreading from 

countries other than the US.  The following data elements to be included in your electronic release 

package are: 

(a) Manufactures name; 

(b) Name, telephone number, postal code and email address of the company 

(c) Brand name; 

(d) Tire type/size and the quantity of tires of that size designation and type imported; 

(e) Tire compliance indicator; 

(f) Import reason code. 

Used tires (including tires on imported vehicles) must be cleaned of any soil.  This means that the 

vehicle, including the tires (and tire treads) must be power-washed prior to loading into a shipping 

container destined for Canada.  Upon arrival at Canada, the tires will be inspected by the Canadian 

Food Inspection Agency (“CFIA”)  for soil and plant debris.  If the CFIA discovers soil or debris, the 

tires will be refused entry into Canada and the shipment will be returned. 
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www.lexsage.com 

*LexSage Professional Corporation is approved by the Law Society of Upper Canada 

Guidance  

 

If corporation is the importer and does not comply with the importation safety requirements rules for tires, it 

may be fined up to $250,000 for a summary conviction offense and fined up to $2 Million for an offense on 

indictment.  individuals face fines of between $4000 and $20,000. 
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Cyndee Todgham Cherniak  

cyndee@lexsage.com 

Mobile: (416) 389-8999  

 

The Gooderham “Flatiron” Building 

49 Wellington Street East, Suite 501 

Toronto, Ontario M5E 1C9 

 

Phone: 416-307-4168/416-760-8999 

Main Office: 647-290-4249 

Fax: 416-760-899 

 




